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framed and cased in pure silver. Stone dishes are a curious and expensive article, brought from Persia and Arabia, of a greenish colour, highly polished ; the Natives call them facaab-puttie,1 and prefer them to silver at their meals, having an idea that poisoned food would break them ; and he who should live in fear of such a calamity, feels secure that the food is pure when the dish of this rare stone is placed before him perfect.
Amongst the various articles sent with the bride to her new home is the much prized musnud, cushions and carpet to correspond ; shutteringhies, and calico carpets, together with the most minute article used in Native houses, whether for the kitchen, or for the accommodation of the young lady in her apartments ; all these are conveyed in the lady's train when she leaves her father's house to enter that of her husband. I am afraid my descriptions will be deemed tediously particular, so apt are we to take the contagion of example from those we associate with ; and as things unimportant in other societies are made of so much consequence to these people, I am in danger of giving to trifles more importance than may be agreeable to my readers.
On the day of Sarchuck the zcenahnahs of both houses are completely filled with visitors of all grades, from the wives and mothers of noblemen, down to the humblest acquaintance of the family. To do honour to the hostess, the guests appear in their best attire and most valuable ornaments.
A wedding in the family of a respectable Mussulmaun is very often the medium of reconciling long standing estrangements between friends. Human nature has the same failings in every climate ; there will be some who entertain jealousies and envyings in all societies, but a wedding with these people is a perfect peace-maker, since none of the invited can consistently stay away ; and in such an assembly, where is the evil mind to disturb harmony, or recur to past grievances ?
The day of Sarchuck is the first time the young lady receives the appellation of Dullun,2 at which time also the bridegroom
1 Rilcab, * a cup '; patthari, * made of stone *. China dishes arc also supposed to betray poison : see J. Fryer, A New Account of East India and Persia (Hakluyt Society's edition), i. 87.                        a Dulhin.